It was 10 past 2am on Friday, August 5th 2005. QLD Astrofest came to it’s climax when I talked To Andy Thomas aboard the ISS. The equipment used was my ICOM IC-V8000 2m band Transceiver with an output power of 75W. 3 channels were programmed with the ISS frequencies and associated Doppler shifts. The Turnstile antenna I built specially for that purpose stood on it’s magnetic base 0.5 m over the roof of my car. The surface of the roof was the reflector of my antenna. When I tested the antenna it showed a SWR of 1.3, the end-result was the proof of the great design.

The field of telescopes was under heavy dew and the temperature was close to 0 degrees Celsius, but people still observed. When I told them I made the contact they didn’t believe me first. Well, I did have proof. Of course my handy-cam was not able to see me in the dark but it had recorded the whole conversations audio.

Below is a transcript of my conversation with Andy Thomas:

Space station on this frequency, over.
Space station this is VK4 Tango November Tango, do you copy?

Tango November Tango,  go ahead this is Space Station,  over.

Good morning Space Station, this is Tango November Tango from South-East Queensland. We are at Queensland Astrofest, it’s about 100 people here, and all amateur astronomers. I would like to find out is it possible to get a QSO scheduled for tomorrow, back to you.

Negative I am afraid, we are undocking from the Space Station tomorrow, and  the Space Shuttle Discovery is leaving, and won’t be back for some time, so this is the last opportunity to talk, over.

Roger that, well thank you very much for the QSO, we will send you a QSL card from QLD Astrofest, very pleased that I was able to talk to you, and I hope you guys have a great flight, back to you.

Well, thank you very much, and we are right over the coast line of Queensland right now, as I can tell, and heading North-East towards daylight. Tell everyone there at your event that … please pass on my greetings, I wish everyone well and can’t talk again another time but … operate of a spacecraft call, over.

Yes, Thank you very much. I will pass on the greetings and look forward to sending you the QSL card. Our location is 27 degrees South and 153 degrees East, this is Victor Kilo 4 Tango November Tango, back to you Space Station.

Copy that, Tango November Tango. I’m gonna sign of from this contact if you don’t mind, cause I might be able to get one other before we cross over the horizon. So, thank you for talking and good luck with everything, Space Station clear.

Roger that Space Station, thank you very much for the QSL and have a good flight. This is VK4TNT clear.

And KD5CHF aboard International Space Station on this frequency, over.

Glossary:

SWR …..Standing Wave Ratio, a measurement of how much power is radiated from an antenna and how much is reflected back into the transmitter

QSO ….. radio contact

QSL….. reception of radio transmission

KD5CHF….. amateur radio call sign of astronaut Andy Thomas

VK4TNT …. my amateur radio call sign (Renato Langersek)

